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is useful both in the diagnosis and the treatment, and we think 
its value, even with our present knowledge, is underrated by Dr. 
Paget. The chapter on sexual hypochondriasis is good both in 
the matter it contains and its presentation. The information it 
gives would be useful to the general public, and though its sub¬ 
ject is one that is somewhat delicate to introduce to such an 
audience, we are not sure that a wider dissemination of the state¬ 
ments it makes might not be desirable to counteract the vicious 
statements of quacks and the general ignorance and credulity 
extant. Dr. Paget’s treatment of this delicate subject is all that 
could be desired. 

Several of the other chapters contain matter relating to the 
nervous system and its ailments, but we cannot give them any 
space in a notice like the present. All parts of the book show 
the skill and accomplishment of the author in his profession, and 
it will not depreciate his reputation in any respect. 

The editing of the lectures and essays by Mr. Howard Marsh 
is well done, and the notes he has supplied in the appendix add 
to the value of the work. The typographical appearance and 
mechanical execution of the volume, as is usual in books issued 
by the well known American house of Appleton & Co., are 
unexceptionable. 


V.—SHORTER NOTICES. 


I. Ox Poisons in Relation to Medical Jurisprudence and 

Medicine. By Alfred Swaine Taylor, M. D., F. R. S. Third 
American from the third and thoroughly revised English 
edition. With 104 illustrations. Philadelphia: 1875. Henry 
C. Lea. Chicago : Jansen, McClurg & Co. 

II. A Practical Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations. 

By Frank Hastings Hamilton, A. M., M. D., LL. D., etc. 
Fifth edition, revised and improved. Illustrated with three 
hundred and forty-four wood cuts. Philadelphia: Henry 
C. Lea, 1875. 831 pages. H vo. Chicago : Jansen, McClurg 
& Co. 

III. Phthisis: Its Morhid Anatomy, ^Etiology, Symptomatic 
Events and Complications, Fatality and Prognosis, 
Treatment and Physical Diagnosis in a Series of Clini¬ 
cal Studies. By Austin Flint, M. D., Professor of the 
Principles and Practice of Medicine and of Clinical Medicine 
in Bellevue Hospital Medical College, etc. Philadelphia: 
1875. Henry C. Lea. 446 pages. 8 vo. Chicago: Jan¬ 
sen, McClurg <fc Co. 
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IV. Lectures on Syphilis and on Some Forms of Local 

Disease Affecting Principally the Organs of Genera¬ 
tion. By Henry Lee, Professor of Surgery at the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England. Philadelphia: 1875. 

Henry C. Lea. 240 pages. 8 vo. Chicago : Jansen, McClurg 
& Co. 

V. The Cholera Epidemic of 1878 in the United States. 

Ex. Doc. No. 95, 43d Congress, 2d session. 

The Introduction of Epidemic Cholera through the Agency 
of the Mercantile Marine : Suggestions of Measures 
of Prevention. By John M. Woodworth, M. D., Super- 
visingSurgeon U. S. (Merchant) Marine Hospital Service. 
Reports Prepared under the Direction of the Surgeon- 
General of the Army. 

A. — History of the Cholera Epidemic of 1873 in the 
United States. By Ely McClellan, M. D., Assistant 
Surgeon U. S. A. 

B. — History of the Travels of Asiatic Cholera. By 
Jno. C. Peters, M. D., of New York City, and Ely McClellan, 
M. D., Assistant Surgeon U. S. A. 

C. — Bibliography of Cholera. By John S. Billings, M. D., 
Assistant Surgeon U. S. A. 

VI. Annual Report of the Supervising Surgeon of the 
Marine Hospital Service of the United States for the 
Fiscal year 1874. John M. Woodworth, M. D. Wash¬ 
ington : 1874. 

VII. Transactions of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Meet¬ 
ing of the Illinois State Medical Society, held in the 
City of Jacksonville May 18, 19 and 20, 1875. T. Davis 
Fitch, Secretary. 

VIII. The Transactions of the American Medical Associa¬ 
tion. Instituted 1847. Vol. XXVI. Philadelphia: 1875. 
577 pages. 

I. Taylor on Poisons has long been a standard work in its 
department, and this third edition, fully revised up to the latest 
dates, keeps it up to its well-earned position in the estimation of 
the medical profession. The whole work, as the author states in 
his preface, has been remodeled in this edition, some few chap¬ 
ters omitted and other new ones introduced, in accordance with 
the changes that have taken place in toxicological science. As 
it stands it is the most convenient and useful manual on its 
special subject in our language. 

It was not the author’s intention to make it an exhaustive 
treatise on poisons, and, therefore, some substances usually con¬ 
sidered as such have been omitted, simply from want of space, 
or because they have not as yet come before the profession in a 
medico-legal way. These omissions, however, are few and 
scarcely important. The references are very full, and recent 
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American cases of interest are largely quoted. We can cordially 
recommend the book as one of the most useful of the recent 
additions to medical literature. 

II. This new edition of the standard work of Dr. Hamilton 
will be warmly welcomed by the profession. It has been enlarged 
by the addition of new matter, and has throughout been subject 
to careful revision, so that it represents very fully the present 
state of our knowledge of its subject. The references to Amer¬ 
ican authors are very full and brought up to the present time. 
The number of illustrations has likewise been increased. 

The value of a work like this to the practical physician and 
surgeon can hardly be overestimated, and the necessity of having 
such a book revised to the latest dates, not merely on account of 
the practical importance of its teachings, but also by reason of the 
medico-legal bearings of the cases of which it treats, and which 
have recently been the subject of useful papers by Dr. Hamilton 
and others, is sufficiently obvious to everyone. The present volume 
seems to amply fill all the requisites. We can safely recommend 
it as the best of its kind in the English language, and not 
excelled in any other. 

III. Dr. Flint’s treatise on Phthisis is a very complete and 
useful monograph of this disease, so important from its preva¬ 
lence and its fatality. In only one respect do we find it defective, 
and that is in the particular features of the disease with which 
this journal, as a publication devoted to the specialty of nervous 
diseases and the nervous aspects of disease in general, has to do. 
It gives very little space to these subjects, less indeed than they 
seem in our opinion to call for. If, as the statistics of Lebert 
would seem to show, a very large proportion, even as high as 
one-third, according to him, of phthisical patients succumb to cer¬ 
ebral complications, the importance of the part played by the 
nervous system can hardly be overrated. But, not admitting so 
high a figure as the above, there is still ample reason for study¬ 
ing with care in this disorder every complication on the part of 
the brain, cord and peripheral nervous system, which either 
directly or indirectly have to do with the issue of the disease. 

Dr. Flint has treated the subject almost exclusively with 
reference to the pulmonary lesions alone. His work is the result 
of an analysis of over six hundred and seventy cases of phthisis, 
with special reference to practical deductions. In doing this he 
has grouped the results of his analysis into six chapters on mor¬ 
bid anatomy, a;tiology, symptoms and complications, prognosis, 
treatment, and physical diagnosis respectively. That he has 
done this labor thoroughly as far as concerns the especial aspects 
in which he views the disease, it is unnecessary to state ; his 
work is in all these respects a very valuable addition to medical 
literature. It is clear, practical, and can hardly fail to be useful 
to the audience to whom it is addressed. 

9 
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The only nervous complications in phthisis mentioned by Dr. 
Flint are cerebral meningitis and tubercle, intercostal neuralgia 
and angular curvature of the spine. Of each of these the men¬ 
tion is of the briefest kind. In the cases analyzed, the less 
prominent nervous symptoms seem to have largely escaped 
notice, and though in the estimation of many they may not form 
any essential part of the history of a case of phthisis, their omis¬ 
sion appears to us to be always a matter of regret. 

In this respect the work before us is by no means peculiar; its 
silence on this subject is shared by nearly all the others that have 
been published treating of this disease. In a disorder, however, 
which in its progress affects sooner or later, the nutrition of all 
parts of the body, the nervous system is scarcely ever unimpli¬ 
cated, and it not (infrequently plays a very important part in the 
history of the case. It is in this respect that this work is defec¬ 
tive, in nearly every other it is all that could be desired. 

IV. This work contains some ten lectures, part of which have 
previously appeared in medical periodicals, but which are here 
brought together in book form for the first time. Their subjects 
are the blood inoculation of syphilis ; its symptoms, local and 
constitutional ; the inoculation of vaginal and urethral dis¬ 
charges ; the general treatment of the disease and that of its 
special forms and modifications; its secondary stage, etc. ; ure¬ 
thral and prostatic discharges, etc., etc. The principal object of 
the work, as stated by Dr. Lee in his preface, is to illustrate some 
of Hunter’s doctrines, which the lapse of time and the dissemi¬ 
nation of more recent views have obscured or caused to be 
forgotten. Some of these lie holds, though long neglected, will 
still serve as landmarks for this and future generations. Hence, 
he goes at length into the questions of the inoculability of syphi¬ 
litic blood, the secretions, etc. He has, therefore, produced not 
a systematic work on syphilis, but a well written, interesting, 
and in some respects, also, a suggestive one in many of the points 
on which he treats. The book is worth adding to the library of 
the practical physician and surgeon. 

V. As a work of reference in regard to a single important dis¬ 
ease, the government report on cholera is a valuable addition to 
medical literature. Drs. McClellan, Woodworth, and their 
coadjutors, have shown a very creditable industry in collecting 
and editing the mass of information it contains, and the lengthy 
bibliography occupying over three hundred pages at the end of 
the book is especially valuable. We know of no such exhaustive 
compilation of authorities on any other medical subject. 

We notice, however, one matter, not specially important of itself, 
but which concerns the medical profession of Chicago, that 
perhaps calls for attention here. The results of investigations, 
autopsies, microscopic examinations, etc., made by Drs. Hyde and 
Danforth under the auspices of the Chicago Society of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and which are mentioned as of especial interest as 
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being the only American investigations of the kind made during 
the epidemic of 1873, are wrongly credited as having been made 
under the direction and at the request of Dr. B. C. Miller, Sani¬ 
tary Superintendent of the city. Since such a mistake must 
necessarily be a subject of regret both to Dr. McClellan and to 
others concerned, and as there is no probability of a second edition 
being issued to contain the correction, it seems to us only proper 
to mention the true facts of the case in a notice like the present. 

Thanks to the liberal policy pursued in regard to government 
documents of this kind, this work will be widely disseminated. 
The only misfortune is that so many copies will necessarily be 
wasted under the present system of congressional distribution, 
that ought to be preserved. 

VI. Dr. Woodworth’s report forms a neat octavo of two 
hundred and fifty-six pages. Of this, the first ninety-two pages 
give in a tabulated form a mass of statistics relative to the marine 
hospital during the year 1874, some portions of which are of 
interest to the physician. Appended are three diagrams illus¬ 
trating the prevalence in the several districts of rheumatism, 
syphilis, respiratory and digestive disorders, in the marine hospital 
practice during the year. 

The remainder of the volume is an appendix containing notes 
by the supervising surgeon, and papers contributed by his sub¬ 
ordinates in the service. They arc interesting and suggestive, 
and convey much useful and needed information. The report as 
a whole is a creditable showing for the able supervising surgeon, 
Dr. Woodworth, and the service of which he is the head. 

VII. The transactions of the State Medical Society form a very 
handsomely gotten up volume of nearly three hundred pages. 
The papers it contains are mostly on subjects not directly con¬ 
nected with the special department of medicine represented by 
this journal, that of Dr. Win. Massie on insanity and the report 
on galvano-therapeutics by Dr. David Prince, being the principal 
exceptions. Dr. Massie’s paper is a discussion of a part of the 
medico-legal relations of insanity, and the question of medical 
evidence in criminal cases in which insanity is pleaded for the 
defense. The author reviews justly, it seems to us, some points 
made in the celebrated essay by Dr. Hammond on the medico¬ 
legal relations of insanity. Though brief and necessarily incom¬ 
plete, the article is well written and judicious. Dr. Prince’s 
report is a brief statement of some of the principal medical uses 
of electricity. The other papers seem to be creditable to their 
authors as is the volume as a whole to the society under whose 
auspices it is issued. 

VIII. The papers in the transactions of the American Medical 
Association, that are of special interest to neurologists, are that 
of Dr. Hartholow on exophthalmic goitre, and that of Dr. L. A. 
Sayre on spinal anaunia in infants. The first of these has been 
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already published in substance in this journal, and will therefore 
scarcely require further notice in this place. Dr. Sayre’s article 
is interesting and his observations useful, as are also the discus¬ 
sion and the cases given in the appendix. The recent remarks of 
Dr. Jacobi of New York, before the Medical Journal and Library 
Association of that city, on very similar conditions due to mas¬ 
turbation, may, however, throw some light on some of these 
cases of reflex paralysis from genital irritation. Dr. Sayre does 
not offer any very positive theory as to the pathology of these 
cases. 

Another article of some interest is that of Dr. A. N. Bell on 
hemlock poisoning, being a summary of the testimony before the 
coroner’s jury in the rather noted case of F. W. Walker, in April 
last. ’ 

The address on practical medicine, by Dr. Austin Flint, gives 
an interesting general review of the principal researches and 
advances in this department during the past year. The minutes 
of the separate sections also give the reports of discussions in 
regard to some points of interest, and with the other papers, 
committee reports, etc., fill up the greater part of this handsome 
and well edited volume. 



